The turkey vulture (Cathartes aura) is almost exclusively a carrion-feeding bird (7) . From a bacteriological point of view, this feeding behavior is very interesting, because much of the diet of these birds must consist of animals that have died of infectious diseases.
C. aura occupies an ecological niche that may be very important in the maintenance and transmission of infectious diseases in the environment. It has been demonstrated that other carrion-feeding birds have spread bacterial pathogens in Africa (2) .
Very little data exist on the intestinal microflora of carrion-feeding birds in general and C. aura in particular, even though these birds may be reservoirs of bacterial pathogens. The present study concerns the isolation and identification of the gram-negative, aerobic bacteria that exist in the small and large intestines of 20 apparently healthy specimens of C. aura.
Twenty specimens of C. aura were randomly collected in Tom Green and Irion counties This study is the first attempt to delineate the gram-negative aerobic microflora of the intestines of C. aura. The isolation of Plesiomonas shigelloides, Edwardsiella tarda, Salmonella, and A. hinshawii reflect the feeding behavior of these birds. Plesiomonas shigelloides and Edwardsiella tarda have been isolated from fish (12, 16) . Edwardsiella tarda also has been cultured from other animals closely associated with aquatic environments (16) and from snakes (8) . Although thought to feed on carrion exclusively, C. aura has been reported to catch live fish (3) . Salmonella and A. hinshawii have been isolated in high prevalence from iguanid lizards collected in the same geographical area as these birds (5) . Reptiles make up a large portion of the diet of C. aura (1) .
The microflora of these birds also suggests that they are reservoirs of enteric bacterial pathogens. Salmonella and Arizona have long been recognized as enteric pathogens. Plesiomonas shigelloides and Edwardsiella tarda are recently recognized enteric pathogens (11, 12, 13, 14) . The turkey vulture may be an important reservoir of these enteric pathogens in Texas. Additional studies should be done in other geographical areas to further assess the role of C. aura as a reservoir of enteric pathogens.
These data are similar to isolations of Escherichia coli, Citrobacter freundii, and Proteus vulgaris made from whiteback Griffon's vultures (Gyps africanus) in Africa by Houston and Cooper (2 
